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CASTEL

LAR ON SLAVERY.
The Debate in the Spanish Cories
on the Abelition of the *Pecn-
liar Iastitmtion™ — Seno:
Castellar’s Great Speech
in Bebhalf of Hu-
man Rights.

Ieeseion of the Bpanish Cortes Constibi-
yentes, on June 20, 1870, the diseussion be-
ing upon the question of the abolition of
slavery, Senor Castellar made n spsech which
ereated a profound impression throughout
Europe, as noticed in our cable despalches at
the time. He said;—

Senores Deputies:—Either T do not nnder-
stand the law which is being disoussed, or it
proposes the gradual abolition of sldvery.
My mmendment proposes immediate aboli-
tion. Those who formerly sustained slavery
now support gradual nbolition, As for us,
we have always sustained the contrary, imme-
diate abolition. 1 will now prove by reason.
by historical records, by statistics, that my
idea is the only one promising salvation, and
that the idea of the committee and of the
government has within it the germs of great
aud fearful catastrophes.

I desire to avoid a grent calamity —the rain
of our pational honor. If you would have
nations prosper, shine, incrensse, think, and
labor gloriously, infuse into them an idea of
progress. All people who have obeyed groat
ideas have been elevated to riches and glory.
Every nation which has obeyed offete ideas
has been ruined, and has lost its influcnce
over the human conspience. I come, then,
to ask that the Spanish nation shall elevate
itself on the high plane of social -principles,
which are the secret of all prosperity and

grandeur. We astonished the world at the
beginuing of the revolution of September.
Wae did so because npon waking up to modern
life philosophical theories were disconoerted,
as well as those of a social and political char-
acter, founded, as they all were, upon the
supposition of our irremediable decadence, |

For this reason our resurrection surprised |
the world. All hoped that we would give the
first example of a transformation due to the
intelligence and to the forco of a paople j
abandoned to itselfl. We ought to give the
‘example mnot only to Durope, but likewise to
America. We shall alwavs be an American
power, Historic deeds, however extraordi- |
pary they may have been, run back through
many ages, and Spaniards eannot by their
arms, nor can Americans by their ingratitude,
obliterate from memory the fact of the dis-
covery of Aweriea, which is our work,
America, notwithstanding her independences,
an act logical and natural, will ever continne
to be the delight of our sapirit. And when
the Americans (Spanish) shall seek, with a
view to checking the greedy impulse of the |
Saxon race, to establish a great confederacy,
made up of different confederacies, in order
to invoke the fundamental unity of their
origin, they will be compelled to recur to tha |
langnage which we speak, and the blood
which cowrses our veins, Bat more: To
httain this end it is necessary for us to hold |
in these American lands what is onrs—a
policy truly democratic,

The revolution of September was an enspi-
cious moment for the initiation of this policy.
Providence favored us. After many useless
attempts, the submarine cable, givinga sort |
of spine to our planet, passed and transmittad
from one continent to the other its respective
ideas, its respective sentiments. How better
could we have used this marvel of indunstry
than by its metallie fibres to have transmitted |
in the sparks of the lightning itself the aboli-
tion of colonial regime for the whites and the |
abolition of the servile regime for the ne- |
grees? We did not do so; and some day or
other we shall repent of it, however sad and
useless that may then be. And still it is said
from the Conservative benches that we must
await representatives from Cuba. I do |
not understand how this is demanded by
those who have held our Antilla subject to
exceptional rules. You submitted Cuba to a
military despotism. Our kings, who were
constitutional here, were over there absolu- |
tists; our ministers, who were responsible
here,'over there were arbitrary, Yon held
the press under censure and its opinions
under gag. You disposed of the rights of |
the paol:ﬁe without hearing them, and of their |
tribunes without consulting them. The land
of liberty stopped with &la Canaries, and |
when the mew Spanish world commenced, |
then began the dominion of absolutism which |
no peop?e can endure without great political
suftering. Never did you recognize the right |
of the colonies to be represented here, and |
when we asked that there should be received
the mest unfortunate of them all, you pro-
claimed our incompetency, and asked that the |
whites should come here to decide the fate of
the negroes; that the masters should come to
decide the lot of the slaves, ah! of the slaves,
free without them and without us; free in
spite of them and of us; free against them
and against us; free by reason of their being |
children of God, by the sovereignty of natare,
because of their being members of the hnman
family. And every power which fails to

recognize these primordial rights, whatever |

may be the law, or whatever convenience
may dictate, commits assassination upon the
human conscience, an assassination upon the
soul—a crime which celestial rage punishes,
and which damns itself with an everlasting
infamy in the hell of history. (Applauss.)

The question as to whether or not negroes
are property shall not delay my argument. I
bave never believed such an absurdity. This
law, jnd(aj by the light of my prinsiples,
cannot approved. 'These emancipados,
who live under a transmissible patron for
many years, will be oppressed and driven
about upon the earth. These old men and
women, who will enly become free when they
shall become useless, remind me of those
serfs whom the ancients consecrated to Escn.
lapius, leaving them to die on an island in the
Tiber. This law will emancipate the negroes
in fifty years, Gradual epochs in the matter
of abolition are horrille; Lﬁ:yan er all the
gervile wars, the most bloody of all wars. It has
been attempted a thousand times, and has
always fuilled. The slave hags a foretaste of
his liberty, and snnﬂes against his irons,
The master knows t he is going to lose
bis slave, and so squeezes out the last drops
of his sweat upon the field. When emanci-

ation comes, that which is given up to free.
som is a dead body. No; the interest of the
master, who desires to preserve hia propartiy,
and the rights of the slave who desires to bo
free, cannot be served at one and the aameo
time. That is im ible,

The two difficnlties in the way of the abuli.
tion of slavery sre:—First, the disrepute into
which labor falls; and, secend, bthe dispro.
portion between the slave aud free popula-
tion.

In tbe l_'ja" wh '.",r:' nigg (his dispron rtiog

| but it required thirty years of Titanie lnbor

| all of it, however, fell into the accursed
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| was afarming, In them there was not a free
lnborer. This did not stop the BEaglish, for
they sbolished slavery. We oursalves have
in our Antilles a much groater free than
slavo population. In  Porto Rico there are
12,000 slaves and 950,000 freemon. In Caba
there are 700,000 froemen and 300,000 slaves.
The negro race will bo thankful for freadom,
nnd, far from raising the banner of insneroc-
tion, it will eover you with beneadictions.
[ And what I say of the population I repoat as

to lnbior, It is not poasible that labor should

fall into disrepute where thers are so many

free laborers. In Cuba 300,000 negroes are

forced to labor by the side of 300,000 volan. |

tary laborers,

Were this not so, tho public
wealth wonld

disprove i, A sta.
tistician of Poerto Principe demon-
alrates that slavery has been in the
descending and wenlth has been in the
ascending scale, For the year 1560 her ‘mer-
cantile transactions reached the amonnt of
§13,000,000, whereas years before they were
not larger than 27,000,000 per annum, The
lesser fruits, which regunire but little labor or

land, make up nine-tenths of the riches of |

the whole island. In reacting times, commis.
sioners from Cinba and Porto Rico come here,
The commissioners of Caba asked for aboli-
tion in twelve years, but those from Porto
Rico asked that it should be granted at once,
with or without indemnity. These men de-
served to be placed npon an equality with
those who, in 1769, renamed their privileges
and proclaimed the rights of all. Go with me
over contemporaryfhistory, and you will find
nowhere gradual abolition, It was in the
second year of the French Rapublic. A
negro, & slave, fhad come up from the
bottom of his slave den to the Convention—
to a perception of the height of the human
conscience. He asked liberty for his race,

and the Assembly vacillated, as all those po-

litical organizations which pass the dividing
lines of great social hemispheres, But many

| great orators spoke, and amongthem Danton,

who was the thought and energy of the revo-
Intion. The Assembly, moved at last by
great thoughts, voted nnanimously the aboli-
tion of servitude. A cry of joy arose from all |
parts, as if the human race would palpitate
with pleasure at freeing the couscience from
fuch a gloomy weight of anxious thonght,
The negroes who were at Paris entered the
building, scattered along the benches, aud, |
with tears in their eyes, embraced their re-
deemers, These tears shed by the liberated |
serfs were sufficient to efface fromthe human
memory all the blood spilt by the convention
in its delirinm, and in the sottishness of its |
ideas.

To estimate properly gradual reforms, no
race has a greater aptitude than the Saxon,
In England seldom does one man initiate nnd
achieve a reformm, Some begin the work,
others propagate the idea, and others put it
in practice. Electoral reform, Catholic

| Emancipation, the corn laws—all this was
effected gradually in England; but not so the | |

abolition of slavery. The effort was made, |

to abolish the slave trade. In 1832 the pro- |
ject for immediate abolition was presented to |
and adopted by the two houses, England
had spent 100,000,000 to redeem her negroes,
Never will the human conscience sufficiently
thank her, nor will history applaud her as
much as it ought,

But there is another example which shows
how impossible is gradual abolition, This |
example serves ms o verilable humanitarian |
and religious ¢popce.  America had been born
in order that it shonld be the Paradise of
man free, of man regenerate; yet it was there |
that slavery budded. The evil was so great
that it touched the Unilted States of North
America, and so intense was it that it pro-
faned even the bosom of the republic. Not

traged  the line
where the black line of slavery shonld
be broken, DBut the slave parly had so
grown that they were on the eve of passin
that line, Then a navigatorof the Mississippi
and the Ohio, a Senator from the Great
West, went up to the Capitol at Washington,
and when the slave-owners gave utterance
to their londest defiance, he broke the chains
of 3,000,000 of men; and that nothing might
be wanting to his glory, not even martrydom
itself, he died, as did Socrates, as Christ, as
all Redeemers, at the foot of his work, over
which forever humanity will shed its tears
and God His blessings, (Applause. )

den. Jefferson

crnelty of this war—a croelty which I equally
condomn in both parties—I think we are pay-
ing the just expiation of our national wrong,
the orimes engendéred by slavery.

The parties who make up this Chamber
cannot repel my idea. The Congervative
party representis stability, and a society ean-
not be stable when given ovar to the tor.
ments of a servile civil war, the irremediable
consequence of a gradual sbolition. The
Progresiata party, which never was abashed
| by kingly prestige, nor before the privileges
| of the slave-trader, cannotdo so. The Demo-

eratio party derives its dootrine from the in-
nate rights of man, and cannot make an ex-
ception against the negro in the universal ap-
plication of rights, The Republicans unite
the days of the republic to those most auspi-
cious days when the slave shall be made free.
Modern slavery is more horrible than ancient
slavery. The old slavery had for its origin
war, but modern slavory had for its origin
the slave trade. Ancient slavery was founded
in some metaphysical principle. Aristotle
thonght the family was a trinugle, and on the
sides were ranged parents, the children and
the slaves. It ix certain that many of these
exercised duties in their natures noble, thoy
exerted a powerful influence, and counted
among them illustrions names. In modern
elavery no Terence is to be found, no Epicte-
tus, - Modern slavery is brutal. Man in that
condition is reduced to a mere labor machine.

And yet it is said we thus speak because we
own ho slaves. We neither have them, nor
do we desire to have them, We have been
slaves; we have ourselves suffered, Plebeians
in the persons of our aucestors have been
[ bought and sold, and martyrized or put to
death under the vile yoke of slavery. Agree,
Senores Deputies, to this, and be just.
Agree to break the chains from the slaves,
your brothers, jland you will have put the cap-
gtone to our age, which will be then the
grandest of all if it shall prove to be the age
of the final and definite redemption of all the
slaves. I have said.
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I know that many in this chamber believe
that such grand things are exclasively the

roperty of the Baxon race; but our own, |
Fi Look at the |

kewise, has performed them.
examples of tﬂo American republics, Bolivia
abolished slavery in 1826; Pern, Guatemala,
Montevideo in 1828; Mexico in 1820; New
Granada in 184Y; Venezuela in 1853, The
President of that republic, Monagas, n
by supporting gradual abolition, but ended
by ducf:;ing immediate abolition.

French republic trinmphed on the 24th of
February, 1848, On the 7th of March it
called together the commission charged with
the abolition of slavery, The greater part of
French mercantile cities protested; the

| owners of the slaves protested; but the reform

was brought about with an energy and a gran-
deur of spiritwhich are somuch to belthe more
admired as the poverty of our spirit is made
slainer. During all the reign of Loanis
kilippe the owners were opposed to reform.
They did not desire it under operationof law,
but they found it under the revolation. They
asked for preparation, and did not find it;
for time, and could not get it; previous in-
demnity, but it was laler coming; they dis-
dained to receive $300 ench for their slaves,
and bad to content themselves with $100,
One day they arose doubting whether a slave
was & human being, and before the sun had
set saw him elevated to the dignity of a
| eitizen, What glory for the Freuch revolu-
tionists of February! What shame for the
Bpanish revolutionists of September! The
French colonies, emancipated, are free, rich,
| and bappy.
island of Cuba! Ah! but what erimes follow
in the wake of slavery! With this infamy
existing thers can be no justice, When the
Regent of the Kingdom ceased to be Captain-
General, the free negroes—mnot so much by
that fact but by the law—were again redue
to servitude. What tribunals of jnstice!
General Pezuela, daring his short adminis.
tration, captured 4000 contraband negroes
landed from slave.ships, Lord Aberdeen
seid on a certain ocossion that, notwithatand-
ing 2000 negroes had been capturad in a term
of years, thousands had gone in the
weantime upon the  sugar  estates.
Lord Russell calenlated the nnmber of
such pa entered the island every year
at n large figure. Rich and beautiful
Cuba, thy plains are as a flower-garden; there
is not within thy borders a poisonons replile,
and thers float upon thy hireezes choirs of
birds which lift up an eternul symphony to
the henvens, enamelled as llusy areé biy s w2io
light. But if now tl_mra iall npon these
plains torrents of blood, thess torrents have

been engendered by the evaporations of the ‘

{-drops which the lash of the white man has
fore from the skin of the negrocs. ‘Thaa,
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FINANQIAL.

A DESIRABLE
Safe Home Investment

THE

Sunbury and Lewistown
Railroad Company

Offer §1,200,000 Bonds, bearing
7 Fer Cent. Interest in Gold,
Necured by n

First and Only Mortgage.

The Bonds are issued in

$1000%, §500% and 8200,

The Coupons are payable in the city of

first d:
Oetober, days of April and

Free of State and I'mited States -
Toaxes,
The price at preseat is

$0 and Accrued Interest in
Currency.

This Road, with its cohnection with the
Pennsylvania Railroad at Lewistown, b
the Anthracite Coal Fields 67 MILES nearer
the Western and Southwestern markets, With
this advantage it will control that trade. The
Lumber Trade, and the immense and valuable
deposit of ores in this section, together with
the thickly peopled district throngh which it

runs, will secure it a very large and profitable -
trade.

WM. PAINTER & CO., .
BANHERS,

Dealers in Government Securities,

No. 36 South THIRD Street,

6 9trap PHILADELPHIA,

Free from U. S. Taxes.

Eight Per Cent, Per Annum
in Gold,

A PERFECTLY SAFE INVESTMENT.

First Mortgage Bonds

OF THE ISSUE OF

$1,500,000,

BY THE

ST. JOSEPH AND DENVER .
CITY RAILROAD CoO,,

Issued in denominations of $1000 and #3500,
Coupon or Registered, payable in 30 years,
with Interest payable 15th Augnst and 15th
February, in New York, London, or Frank-
fort, free of tax. Secured by a mortgage only
on a completed and highly prosperous road,
at the rate of $13,503°79 per mile, Earnings.
in excess of its interest liabilities, This line
being the Middle Route, is pronounced the

Bhortest and most Natural O ne for
Freight and Passenger Traffic
Acroes the Continent. St,
Louis and Fort Kearney
SBpanned by a Rail-
way, and connect-
ing with the Union
Pacific at Fort
Kearney.

Capital Stock of the Company.... 10,000,000
Land Grant, pronounced value of 8,000,000
First Mortgage Bonds.............. 1,500,000

$19,500,000

The remaining portion of this Loan now
for sale at 97} and acorned interest in our-
rency. Can be had at the Company's Agen-
cies in New York, TANNER & CO., Bank-
ers, No. 49 WALL Btreet, or W. P, CON-
VERSE & CO., No, 64 PINE Street.

Pamphlets, Maps, and all information ecav
be obtained at either of the above-named
agencies.

The atlention of Capitalists and Investors
is particularly invited to these Securities. We
are satisfied they are allthat could be desived,
and unhesitatingly recommend them.

TANNER & CO.,
FISLAL AGENTS,

No. 49 WALL STREET, NEW YORK.

W. P. CONVERSE & CO.,
COMMERCIAL AGENTS,
Ne, 64 PINE STREET,
saum _ NEW YORK.

F ©O R 8 A L E

Williamsport City 6 Per Cent Bonds,
FHEE OF ALL TAXES,
ALEO,
Philadelpbia and Darby Railroad 7
Per Cent Bonds,

Conpo tle by the Ohesnnt azd Walnot Streets
i NI,HII]' Company.

ese Boudr will be sold at a8 price which will
I estinent

| make thew 8 very desirable inv

"l .I '.T.n.ou t col.
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